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used in the cleansing of woollen stuffs, in the manufacture
of cloth, and for many other purposes. Its chief attribute
is its power of absorbing greasy matter, which it does in a
remarkable degree. There are two kinds of fullers' earth
known in commerce, the blue and the yellow. The latter
is employed in fulling the finer cloths, while the former
is used for the coarser fabrics. Pullers' earth is chiefly
composed of silica and alumina, but it is to the latter
substance that the earth owes its power to absorb greasy
matters.

When the clay is removed from the pits, it is first
baked, or dried in the sun, and then thrown into cold
water, in which it falls into a fine powder. The finer
particles are then separated from the coarser by washing
(or elutriating, as it is termed in chemical operations). The
clay is worked up into a thin paste with water in a large
tub. Several such tubs are placed in a row, each of which
is connected with the next by means of a spout at the top.
A continuous stream of water enters the first tub, and
this, overflowing into the other tubs, carries over the finer
earth, which is allowed to subside, and is afterwards col-
lected and dried. This is used for cleansing the finer
qualities of cloth.

The coarser earth, after being dried, is employed in
fulling the coarser kinds of cloth.

Fullers' earth is frequently employed as a healing
medium for sores and excoriations, more especially for
infants suffering from the effects of careless and slovenly